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This issue celebrates the resumption of good ecological management for Bunker Hill and  

Sauganash Prairie Grove .  After twelve long years of neglect and delay ð due to politics and 

bureaucracy ð these precious savannas and woodlands are getting the care they deserve. 

WORKING  TOWARDS  A VISION  

 2009 is the centennial of Daniel Burnhamõs Plan of 

Chicago, and we are reminded that actions and deci-

sions made now can have an effect long into the fu-

ture. Among the most significant legacies of  Burn-

hamõs visionary document are the thousands of acres 

of protected forest preserves in the heart of our great 

metropolis.  These rich remnants of natural landscape 

are irreplaceable treasures, and the consortium 

known as Chicago Wilderness came together a dozen 

years ago to preserve, restore and celebrate them.  

Since its founding in 1996, every major public land 

owner, research institution, and public agency in our 

region has joined Chicago Wildernessñmore than 230 

member organizations, a virtual òWhoõs Whoó of con-

servation in our region.    

 The Forest Preserve District of Cook County, one 

of the founding members of Chicago Wilderness, 

works toward the goals of Chicago Wilderness as laid 

out in the Atlas of Biodiversity and the Biodiversity Re-

covery Plan.  These documents were 

created by the scientists, planners, 

educators and land managers of the 

region to guide the work of mem-

ber organizations in accomplishing 

our noble mission.  The Biodiversity 

Recovery Plan was named Plan of 

the Year by the American Planning 

Association.  It describes the most 

important management strategies 

for our ecosystems.   

¶ Apply generally accepted management tech-
niques including prescribed burning, hydrologi-
cal restoration, reintroduction of native species, 
control of invasive species, and management of 
deer and other problem wildlife.  

¶ Train more people in management techniques. 

¶ Make more effective use of volunteers in  
 management activities. 

¶ Educate the public to build support for needed 
management practices. 

 The work of the North Branch Restoration Project 

and the Forest Preserve District is in every way in the 

spirit of the Burnham Plan, and the activities closely 

follow the recommended practices of the Recovery 

Plan,  the regional plan for preservation of nature in 

our region.  The City of Chicago also supports this 

plan. In addition, the Mayorõs Plan for Nature and Wild-

life references these same goals.   

From the Mayorõs plan:  

òImplement existing management plans for the 
largest, high quality natural areas, 
such as Powderhorn Marsh, Sauga-
nash Prairie, Bunker Hill Prairie 
and Edgebrook Flatwoods.ó  

The path is clear. Let this work 

prosper. Our descendents will 

thank us.  

Submitted by Laurel Ross, Urban 
Conservation Director, Field Museum, 
and a volunteer with the North 
Branch Restoration Project. 

òImagine a regionéwhere people learn to enter back into a respectful and positive relation-
ship with the nature that surrounds theméand where plants, animals and natural commu-
nities are offered a permanent home next to our ownñto the benefit of our health and our 
economy.ó                                                From the Chicago Wilderness Biodiversity Recovery Plan  

Monarch nectaring on Smooth Phlox 



Male Whitetail Dragonfly  

Prairie Sundrops 

Swept back petals give  
Shooting Star its name. 

Pale yellow Wood Betony, nestled at  
the base of Rattlesnake Master leaves.  

Since 1977, Forest Preserve staff 

and  volunteers have been helping 

restore the native habitat in the 

beautiful oak savanna and wood-

land at Bunker Hill Forest Preserve.  

Along with the flatwoods to the 

southeast, this exceedingly rich site 

lies entirely within the city of Chi-

cago. These 90+ acres contain more 

than 350 native species of trees, 

shrubs, vines, grasses, sedges and 

wildflowers. Conservation scien-

tists evaluate the quality and rarity 

of plant communities using Con-

servation Research Instituteõs Flo-

ristic Quality Assessment system, a 

scientific method of evaluating the 

integrity of natural communities 

based on the presence of native 

plant species. Using the FQA pro-

gram and the plant list, one can 

generate an  òintegrity valueó for 

the site. To put this in perspective, 

òAreas registering in the 50õs and 

higher are extremely rare and of 

paramount importance; they repre-

sent less than 0.5% of the land area 

in the Chicago region.ó1 The integ-

rity value for Bunker Hill preserve 

is 102. 

While this information provides 

intellectual confirmation of the 

value of this site, a walk through 

the savanna and woodland pro-

vides a delightfully different per-

spective. At the end of June, the 

grassy open savanna is dotted  

everywhere with bright yellow 

Prairie Sundrops and brilliant pink 

Smooth Phlox, while stands of 

white Penstemon entice a few Ruby

-throated Hummingbirds to nectar. 

The savanna fairly sings with beau-

tiful dragonflies and damselflies of 

various kinds and sizes, while bees 

and other insects pollinate the 

flowers as they steal a bit of nectar 

or pollen from each. Just a week 

later, Illinois Rose and Brown-eyed 

Susan join the òsymphonyó, sprin-

kled throughout the savanna.  

Rare Plants and Birds  

After almost twelve years of no 

management, it is satisfying to see 

the response to the recent resump-

tion of work. Areas that were brush

-choked, with few plants under-

neath, are now lush with sedges, 

grasses and flowering plants just 

two years after the brush was re-

moved. Native shrubs such as haw-

thorn and rose dot the savanna, 

providing nesting and forage habi-

tat for birds. Without stewardship, 

this rich complex of plants would 

have been lost, along with the rare 

butterflies, birds and other animals 

that depend on them. A unique 

landscape would wink out of exis-

tence. With the resumption of 

sound management, we can insure 

that these jewels continue to exist 

and inspire future generations.  

1
Plants of the Chicago Region, 4th edition; 

Floyd Swink and Gerould Wilhelm. Indi-
ana Academy of Science, 1994.  

Submitted by Jane and John Balaban, 
North Branch volunteers. 

 
 

Wild Hyacinth, a plant of 
open oak savanna. 

THE SAVANNA  SINGS AGAIN  


