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i ;/’,]f:‘ffPlants of the Season‘ Legumes

Among the most strrkmg plants of our ﬂora are the

- Very nnportant role in the communities we are

‘ "‘workmg to manage and restore. '

.- Because their deep powerful roots break up the .
"hard clay subsoil, legumes are excellent soil builders.

= Jof ‘greater. srgmficance is the fact that these roots are

- ‘dotted with tiny nodules that perform a biological
- ';Vmagrc trick. The nodules contain bacteria in the -

- genus Rtuzobmm which convert gaseous nitrogen °
“(NOs) from the air into nitrate compounds, (NHa) the
same stuff we buy at the garden shop labeled .
““fertilizer”, Even though we donot completely
- ‘understand this process, known as mtrogen fixation,
* " we doknow that there are many species of thmhmm
" _and that in order to grow and thrive, legumes must

% find precisely the right one present in the soil.

B Therefore, before the seed of this family is planted it

;- “should be inoculated with the appropriate bacteria -
o whrch unfortunately; is not always readily available.

© . Most legumes have a cluster of typical pea f ﬂowers-

a broad upper petal called a standard, two lateral

" petals or wings, and two bottom petals joined in a keel

" that hides 10 stamens. Leaves are  pinnately or (less

" frequently) palmately compound. Fruits are peahke

“one- chambered pods that open along a seam. The-

e seeds are hard and thought to be long-lived in the soil.

e This can aggravate problems with weeds such as white

_sweet clover which.come back year after year from -

- “seed lurking in the soil.
-7 -Economic botanists: plaoe legumes partlcularly
*‘peas soybeans, beans; clover; peanuts, lentils,

~* .+ 'ornamentals, and troprcal hardwoods hrgh on therr o

fe hsts of important plants.
7. Familiar North Branchlegumes are lead plant
L (Amorpha canescens), purple and white prairie
- clovers (Petalostemius purpureumn and P. candidum),
‘cream and white wild indigo (Bapfisia leucophaea.

. canadense)

o '_legumes the vetches, clovers, indigos, and peas play a
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Lead plant is one of only afew r)rairie shrubs,

-although frequent fires minimize its woodmess

Delicate grey green leaves, and an L atypical -

‘single-petalled purple flower with 10 brilliant orange
-anthers dazzle us in June and July. Rated a whopping -

10 on the Wilhelm Rating Scale, the presence of lead

“plant indicates a high quality natural area. Itis highly -~

palatable and was grazed out of many disturbed sites. -

~ (The Wilhelm Scale is used by naturaliSts' to evaluate - E
the quality of a site. All pIants receive a rating that is

an indicator of its rarity. Ten is the hrghest for plants‘

 that are not endangered.

The two Baptisias, cream and white. wild indigo,

- are someétimes confused. Both have long wands of -
- large pea flowers but the white is a much more erect

plant with white flowers and smooth leaves and stems.

- Cream wild indigo, the rarer of the two, has pubescent

(hairy) leaves and stems, and flowers earlier in the

year. Russell Kirt, Illinois' botanist, points out that

because of their early bloom, B. leucophaea is

pollinated by a queen bumblebee that has just

emerged from over wintering, while B. leucantha is
pollinated by her 70ff§prmg,rthe worker bumblebees.

The common name dérives from its use ’as a substitute .
: for indigo, the old world dye plant.

- The seed dispersal mechanism gives Desmodtum
canadense its common name tick trefoil. The hooked
hairs on the pod (called loment) stick to any passing

- animal who then carries it to another locatron

Thoreau wrote: “Though you were running for your
life, they Would have time to catch and -cling to your

- clothes...’

One last note Because they are so 1mportant to ;

- restoration, several legumes are being cultivated in
‘our wild seed gardens. Violet bush clover (Lespedeza

violaceae) and Canada milk vetch (Astragalus

- canadense) are two current candldates for adoptxon
~-byNorth Branchers :

LMR

ind B. Ieucantha), and show tick tref01l (Desmodzuml : "



burns Dress for the weather and bring some F rmg a lunch and‘ join
«~the group for lunch and great mpany wh r ot you can stay for the

pemes We are workmg to re‘sto
ities to flourish a

2 f,Fa111991

. Mormng workdays are from 9am to 12 noon; afternoon workdays are from _“”“SEED COLLECTING days arc Wednesdays, the sﬁe for collec ng will be D ;.
++ 1:30pm to 4;30pm. Workdays Wthh are. schcduled for days other than i f‘determmed each week by Whlch seeds are tipe. Detaﬂs w111'b 'avallabl T
unday are 1talxcxzed . R L D st
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'December 1
: December

; *.on the west 51de of Shermer Rd.. Entet the parklng lot at the north drlvevéa); i
ik and park by thc tenms courts o L .

i ,?HARMS WOODS (formerly Glenwew Woods) Mcet at Forest Preserve T
o Grove parkmg lot on west 51de of Harms Road just south of Glenvlcw Road LRy
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i Thls fa‘ﬁr a:icxcit’ingvv’ tyofworkshops a'.rr‘éraifallfakbilé threugh the’V;ol;ﬁrrltévér -
‘ tewardshxpNetWork B R T P S AP S

LUNTEERSTE' JRDSHII’NETWORKFALL WORKSHOPS* S

ph Thornton, Dlrector of Camp Sagawau w1ll mstmct Lhe class on thc P int qua:ter

i shapé and habitat will be consxdered Bnng ahand lens.
- Date: Saturday, OctoberS e o

: Place Green Val]ey Woods Forcst Preserve in Woodndge, DuPage County If you come on
: ; th St. and. head west Cormng from v.he east on the East West TolI Rd (188)

lorkshops are free afz harg




. ;,REGISTRATION FORMFOR -
| NORTH BRANCH PRAIRIE .
5 PROJECT CLASSES -

) - - NORTH BRANCH PRAIRIE PROJECT FALL CLASSE

1 Class Size: Min. 10/Max. 30

Daytmophone

1 L Reglstratlon Deadlme Fnday, Septembcr 13

"Eyeniﬁg pho'ne""./ R0

‘/reglstermg for
Gentxans and Asters ($3)

"\fFall Mlgratlon Bu'd Walk ($3)

1 ,‘Please mall.tlns completed form
: : and the reqmred fee to. P

Joanne Softcheck '
'4537 N. Haxmlton
hlcago IL 60625

: Noﬂh Branch Prame PrOJect

,Please check the classes you are i o

‘Butterfhes and Other Insectsk($3) e

'Z,Make all ckecks payable 0 the Lo

e w1ldﬂower guides and/or keys to class
" . Date: Thursday, September 26
“*~ " Time: 7pm-9pm. : - :
o ,Place Emily Oaks Nature Center 4650 Brummel St.
: ~“be included withregistration conﬁrmatron)

Skokié, (amap will

. Fee:-$3.00 -

- Wayne Svoboda, Board Member.of NorﬂrPérloVﬂlage'NenHe Center and active, experiericed L
-~ bird surveyor and: member of the Audubon Society and the Chicago Ormthologlcal Society, "
CAn “will guide parncrpants in a walk to observe’ water, woodland. and pra e bxrds Birds'which -
are ot normally seen here in the summer w1ll be mxgratmg through the area at tlus time.
- Hopefully participants will be eager to volunteer as breedmg for future studles
-~ Dates Saturday, September 28 : . -
e ~T1me 8: 30am—10 30am

,Management Decmon-makmg ($3) e

: ‘Robert Lonsdorf ‘co-~ steward at M1am1 Woods Pralne “has de51gned a: class for those volun-~
w teers. who are mterested in grapplmg w1th thc kmd of management quesuonethat a steward

E t tea.ms of partlmpants will be asked to formulate relevant questlo iy
8 themselves through evaluatmg a specrflc area s restoratron potentxal

o f:ﬁReglstratlon Deadlme Fnday, Oe{oberl

oug Tut Coordmator of the Volunteer Stewardshrp Network’s Butterﬂy Momtonng L
Program and Co—Steward for Butterﬂy Momtormg atBluff Spnng Fen, w1ll present a shde ;
show and lecture on'the ecology, restoration and marlagement of msect groups in tlus regmn
‘follqwed by questrons and. a.nswers/dlscussxon nme ‘ : :
Datei Wednesday, October 23~ e

oo - Time:: “Tpm-8:30pm : ) b
T ,"Place Enuly ‘Oaks Nature Center, 4650 Brummel St Skok1 a map wrll L

: -+ beincluded with: reglstratlon conﬁrmanon) B

- Class Size: -Min 10/Max. 40 ]
7 Feer'$3.00




